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truth. Any desire whatever, that is, is capable of
yielding only a strictly finite amount of enjoyment;
the pleasure which we can derive from it must be
limited both by the necessity of gratifying other de-
sires and by the fact that no desire whatever is capable
of an indefinite increase by increased stimulation.
After a certain point of excitement is reached, we
cannot get more pleasure by any accumulation of
internal conditions. We assume for the present that
our aim is simply to extract the greatest possible
amount of gratification out of life. We must then
take for our data our actual constitution, capacities,
sensibilities, and so forth, and calculate how much
wealth could be actually applied in order to keep us
moving always along the line of maximum enjoy-
ment. This would be to study the art of life on
purely hedonistic principles. We should ask, what
career will on the whole be fullest of enjoyment ?
and then, what material conditions can enable us to
follow that career? I imagine that the amount
requisite would vary indefinitely according to our
characters. Suppose, for example, that a man has
strong intellectual tastes, a love of art or science or
literature. He will require, of course, enough wealth
to enable him to devote himself without anxiety to
his favourite pursuits, and enough, moreover, to train
himself in all requisite knowledge. But granting